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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to identify the present and expected role of the agricultural cooperatives in
selected villages of EI-Beheira Governorate, with emphasis on agricultural extension work. The intent was to
identify possible measures to enhance their performance and support their roles in agricultural extension
work. The specific objectives of the study focused on identifying agricultural cooperatives' personnel and
farmers' perceptions of: 1-the present and expected extension educational roles of the agricultural
cooperatives, and 2- the pitfalls of managing such cooperatives.

Primary data were collected — using semi-structured questionnaires — from two respondent groups: 1- a
random sample comprised of (180) farmers, representing members of the selected agricultural cooperatives,
and 2- the total numbers of workers (15) representing the personnel of the selected cooperatives.

The main findings of the study included the following: 1- the major shortcoming in the extension
educational role of the researched agricultural cooperatives - according to the perceptions of the personnel and
farmers in question - was exemplified in the lack of the following program areas: efficiency in marketing
(80%, 100%), training personnel and rural leaders on using and conserving agricultural equipment
(74%, 75%), training rural women in home and family living (60%, 66%), and training personnel and rural
leaders on cooperative and organized group work (67%, 37%). 2- the major pitfalls in managing the
researched agricultural cooperatives were: unavailability of funds, shortage in personnel training and
development, and lack of coordination with relevant and concerned organizations.

The study concluded certain measures to be considered for enhancing the extension educational role of
the agricultural cooperatives. This included developing continuing educational programs for staff
development, and encouraging coordination and integration between provision of agricultural inputs, and the
extension educational service.



